{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 400                 LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF  STEIN.         [PART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 nor perhaps in 1815 did the King. The excite\-ment of the war still held him, and he had seen, while all his officials were wanted in the camp, practical self-government introduced throughout his kingdom. But the King was more subject than Hardenberg to the influence of the Reaction, and in 1818 and 1819 the Reaction gained strength every\-where. The controversy was not confined to Prussia, for it had been provided in the i3th Article of the Act of the German Confederation that Constitutions on the principle of Estates should exist in all states belonging to the Federation. From Austria now came a theory, to which Gentz lent the support of his name and pen, that this Article had a negative as well as a positive force, and that it prohibited any Con\-stitution which was not on the principle of Estates, and therefore a representative Constitution. If this doctrine were admitted, it might be argued that the promise of the King of Prussia had been incon\-sistent with the Act of Confederation, and moreover that the Confederation as composed of Monarchs was interested in preventing the monarchical prin\-ciple from being weakened in any German State. Accordingly in the Vienna Final Act of May, 1820, it is laid down (Article 57) that 'as the German Confederation with the exception of the Free Towns consists of Sovereign Princes, it follows from the principle here laid down that the entire authority of Government must reside intact in the Head of the State, and that by a Constitution on the principle of Estates the Sovereign can only be bound to the cooperation of the Estates in the exercise of par\-ticular defined rights.' The result of this triumph}\par }